12          SPEEDING   UP   SHAKESPEARE
speaking to some of the survivors from the ship-
wreck concerning ClatibeTs right of succession
to the throne of Naples, says:
... she that from whom
We were all sea-swallowed, though some cast again,
And by that destiny, to perform an act
Wherein what's past is prologue, what to come
Is yours and my discharge.
There is no deliberate playing here upon the
word "act", but there is upon the word "cast",
and the passage is noteworthy because it com-
prises one of the earliest allusions to the practice
of cautiously distributing the parts in a play. It
is also noteworthy because of the excellent use
of it made by Mr Desmond MacCarthy in a
review of Dr Caroline Spurgeon's Shakespeare's
Imagery, published in The Sunday Times* Quota-
tion from this thought-breeding article is vital:
Dr Spurgeon has in effect applied chemical analysis
to the "atmospheres" of various plays; and, incident-
ally, she has also brought home to me the fluid,
spontaneous nature of Shakespeare's associative
faculty, which is the distinctive mark also of his
style. It was Mr E. E. Kellett who first pointed out,
at any rate to me, in his excellent book of essays,
St^gestims (Cambridge Press, 1923), the streamy
1 In its issue of October 13, 1935.